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Eccles VII. 14. 

In the day of proſperity be joyful; 
but in the day of adverſity confider > 
God alſo has ſet" the one over 
againſt the other, to the end that 
man ſhould find nothing after 


him. 


HE bare Mention of a Day of 
Proſperity methinks has now an 
ungrateful Sound, and ſhould not 
be nam'd. That Part of the Text 
that calls upon us to conſider, to 
reflect, to be grave and ſerious, will afford the 
Preacher ſufficient, and more proper Matter of 
Diſcourſe. I know you are all ready with me, to 
make melancholly Reflections, and a juſt Appli- 
cation. For oh! this Day is a Day of Trouble 
and of Sorrow, and may be too truly called a Day 
of Adverſity to this Place and Pariſh, I have 
been Partaker with yov, my beloved Pariſhoners, 
from time to time, as in Joy, ſo alſo in Grief: I 
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ſpeak it experimentally , I ſpeak it feelingly : I 
have now a great part this Day, in the melan- 
choly Tidings that affect us all, high and low, rich 
and poor: I ſhould be wanting to your Expectations, 
unmindful of my Duty, and ungrateful to the 
Memory of, that Great and Good Man, d1d I not 
take the firſt Opportunity to make that honoura- 
ble Mention of Him which He deſerved; and 
improve thoſe pious Affections, thoſe good 
Thoughts in my Hearers, that ſuch a ſad and de- 
plorable Scene muſt ſuggeſt unto us. 
This, this alone affords us a copious Matter of 
Diſcourſe : But as I have choſen the Words I read 
unto you for the Subject of my Sermon, I ſhall _ 
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/ In the firſt Place explain the Doctrine of the Text: 

| And when I proceed to exhort you in the Day of 
Adverſity to conſider, I muſt bring to your Remem- 

; brance the late lamentable Inſtance of Mortali- 

} ty, as another Motive to Conſideration : And con- 

| ſider in the laſt Place, How great an,Adverfity 
; 

| 


we have all ſuffered, if we look back and reffect 
on that exceeding great Worth and uncommon 
Goodneſs that once adorn'd this Place, and which 
| is now hid from our Eyes, 


The Preacher having wiſely conſidered the Ways 
of Providence to be above the Capacity of Man 
to comprehend, and that no Wit or Art of Man 
were able to divert or alter the Diſpofitions and 
Orders of the Almighty : For who can make that 
ſtrait Clays he) which he has made crooked ? ver. 13. 
that is, Who is able to revoke the Decrees of 
Heaven ? 
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Heavens Who can turn the Courſe of Things 
that God has ordered, or change an evil State 
which God allots into a more agreeable Condi- 
tion? And ſince thus it muſt be, and what hap- 
pens to us in the World is by the Direction of 
Providence, he proceeds to adviſe well in this 
Caſe what part to act, and how to behave in our 
preſent Condition, whatever God thinks fit to 
allot us in the World. And the Concluſion of 
this Matter is, and the Sum of his Advice, That. 
we ſhould ſuit our Minds to the prefent Poſture 
of our Affairs: And ſince we cannot, and God will 
not have it ſo, reduce our Condition to our De- 
fires, we ought, and which 1s in our power to 
do, bring our Deſires to our Condition. And 
it will be eaſieſt to our ſelves, as well as moſt 
leaſing to Providence, to conform our Thoughts 
in all things to God's Diſpenſations : and let our 
Minds keep an even and an equal Pace with the 
Bent and Tendency of all Occurrences, whether 
proſperous or adverſe in the World; and to ſtudy 
to proportion our Tempers. to our Conditions, 
that we may comply in all things with the Works 
of Providence, and expreſs our Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will, and an entire Reſignation to the 
Appointment of that God who gave us Be- 
ing. 
And to ſhew us, that our Dependance is ſtill 
upon him for what we have, or are in the World; 
he divides our Life into good and evil Days, 
he mingles our Condition into Sweet and Bitter, 
that we may neither forget our Selves, or God 
that made us. Andhehath ſoorder'd the Courſe 


of our Lives, that we may ſee we are continually 
to 
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to depend upon what he ſees moſt fitting and con- 
venient for us: thankfully to receive Mercies, and 
to fit down with Patience under his Viſitations 
and Corrections; and ſo upon all Occaſions ac- 
commodate our ſelves to the various Conditions of 
Life, that God ſhall place us in, whether of Pro- 
ſperity or Adverſity. | 5 
In the Day of Proſperity be joyful; but in the 


Day of Adver 7 confider. God alſo hath ſet the 


the other, to the end that man 


one over again 
ſhould find _— after him. 

By the Day of Proſperity, we are to underſtand 
good, happy, and proſperous Days. When the 
good things of the World happen to us, as we. 
defire: When we poſſeſs our Friends, our Health, 
and other agreeable Conveniencies of Life; 
we are bid to be joyful, and to uſe with Delight 
and Satisfaction thoſe good things which God hath 


given us to enjoy. 


But in the Day of Adverſity, that is, in the 
evil Day, when things happen croſs and untoward ; 
in the Day of Trouble or Affliction, when any 
evil Accident befals us, when either the Body 1s 
tormented with ſome Diſeaſe, the Eſtate ſuffer 
in ſome Loſs, or the Mind grieve, as in the 
preſent Caſe, forthe Loſs of a Relation, a Friend, 
or a Neighbour, or upon any other Occaſion; as 
the Cauſes of our Afflictions in Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate, are innumerable : 

When any Trouble or Misfortune ſhall thus: 
happen to make any of our Days, Days of Adver- 
ſity, we are in the Text exhorted immediately 
ta conſider, and examine well our Condition. 


Firſt, 


1 
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Firſt, to ponder the preſent ſad and evil 
Circumſtances we are in, to remember they 
are ſent from God: And in the next place to 
bethink our ſelves what we are now to do, in this 
afflictive Condition, and how well, how decently, 
like Men and Chriſtians, to behave towards God 
and our ſelves. 
But we are not ſo to underſtand the Preacher's 
Advice, as that Conſideration is not at all neceſſary 
in our happy or proſperous Eſtate; and that we 
may, when we are well, and at Eaſe, lay by all 
Reaſon, and all Thought; and drown our ſelves, 
as too many are apt to do, in the good things that 
God hath given us to enjoy. No, God forbid we 
ſhould a& ſo unworthy our Vocation, and the 
great Name we are call'd by, 5 
We are ſo to underſtand the wholeſom Caution, 
as that the Day of Adverſity is a more eſpecial 
Seaſon to exerciſe our Thoughts and form our Con- 
templations in: A more peculiar Time above all 
others that God calls upon us for the deepeſt 
Conſideration, the moſt ſearching Examination 
into the State and Condition of our Souls. And 
ſure they muſt be paſt all Feeling, all Senſe, and 
Knowledge of Things, that can be ſo ſtupid, as 
not to exerciſe the neceſſary Duty of Reflection 
and Conſideration in the midſt of Trouble and 
Adverſity. | | 
God alſo, faith the Text, hath ſet the one over 
againſt the other, our Days of Proſperity againſt 
our Days of Adverſity; that is, God hatlr fo or- 
der'd it, that our Life is full of Varieties and 
Changes, a Life mix'd with good and evil, and 
chequer'd 
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chequer'd as it were, with black and white. 
One Day we are well, and another ſick; one 
time merry, and another ſad: As there is a 
Time to laugh, and a Time to weep; ſometimes 
pleas'd, and other whiles diſſatisfy'd, according 
as our Condition is eaſy or irkſome, proſperous 


or unfortunate, as the Diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence do mete out to us, to ſweeten or imbitter 
our Lives, that are ſo obnoxious to the Viciſ- 
ſitudes and Changes of good and evil in the 


: World. 5 


But to proceed to an Explanation of the laſt 
Words of the Text, £ | 

That Man fhould find nothing after him: To 
find ſomething after another, ſignifies in the Ori- 
ginal, to find after Search and Examination, 
ſome fault in what he hath done. | 

And theſe Wordsare expounded after the Tran- 
lation in the Latin, thus: That a Man might 
have no juſt Cauſe of complaining againſt him. 


And then the Meaning of theſe Words is this ; 
That God has ſo ordered the Affairs of Life, ſo 


mix'd the Evil with the Good, ſo ſet Proſperity 
with Adverſity, and chequer'd the Courſe of a 
Man's Life with proſperous and evil Occurrences, 
that upon a due Conſideration of all Circum- 
ſtances, and reckoning the good with the bad in 
a Man's Life, weighing each in a Scale, or ſet- 


ting one againſt the other, he will find upon due 


pondering the Matter, he hath not that reaſon to 


complain as he makes for, or repine at the Di- 


vine Juſtice for its Diſpenſations towards him. 
And ſince the Divine Wiſdom has thought fit 
to mingle our good and evil Das, and no Mur- 
muring 


N. Hon“ the Lord Whitworth. © 


murin: of ours can mend the Matter; and taking | 
all together, the good with the bad, we 1298 
not ſo much Cauſe to complain: What can we | 
better do, than take things as they are diſpenſed 
to us; carry as even and as equal Temper as we 
can in a. proſperous or adverſe State; and ſo 
behave in all Circumſtances, as to act agreeable 
to the preſent Poſture of Affairs? Conſidering, 
that what happens to us happens by God's or- 
dering, and jeving that God knows what is 
beſt for us, and will order all, things for our 
Advantage 1 In the ene. 

The Words thus explained, do fuggeſt theſe 
Three following Obſervations: - 


1: That God gi gives us good and happy Days, to 
rejoice in them, and take comfort in our Lives. 
II. That Days of Trouble and Adverſity are 
brought upon us, as a proper Time to reflect and 
W with our ſelves. 
That God hath fo mingled Proſperity with 
Aol „and ſo ordered the Diſpoſition of our 
good an evil Days one with another, that a Man 
ſhould have no reaſon to murmur and complain of 
God's dealing with Mankind. 


I ſhall paſs over "th * Firſt bal and 
Ger having obſery'd the mix'd Condition of Man- 
kind, how good and evil take their turns In. our 
Lives; 

I ſhall proceed in the laſt Place to the main 
Subject of my Diſcourſe, The Duty of Conſide- 
ration, under th? Second Head, that this Seaſon 
of Mourning, this Day of Adverſity requires of 
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lam firſt to obſerve to you, that God hath ſo 
mingled Proſperity with Adverſity, ſo ordered 
the Diſpoſition of good and evil Days one with 
another, to the End that a Man ſhould have na 
Pretence to murmur and complain of God's 

dealing with Mankind, 

Every Man's Experience, that has lived any 
conſiderable time in the World, muſt own, that 


Good and Evil, Joy and Sadneſs, take their turns 
in the Courſe of a Man's Life. What Man ſa 


miſerable, but has Toinealloy of; Grief, ſome in- 
termiſſion of Miſery, and like the b caking. on 
of the Sun in a cloudy Day, ſome pleaſing Inter- 


vals of Comfort and Satisfaction? And where's 


the Man, on the other Hand, ſo happy in the 
Mord, 9s to be free from all evil Accidents of 
Pain or Sickneſs, Loſſes ,or Misfortunes of one 
kind or other? And well has God mingled gur 
good and evil Days, that we may neither deſpond 
of his Favour, nor yet ſet our Hearts too much 
upon uncertain Comforts, and tranſient Pleaſures; 
that we may ſee and he.convinc'd, there's no Joy 


pure and unmix'd on this Side the Grave. 


The whole Frame of Nature, the very. Con- 


ſtitution of all ſublunary Things, God hath ſo 


ordered, that they ſeem to be carried in a Succeſ- 
ſion of Contraries, one thing being ſet over a- 
gainſt, or oppoſite to another. Thus Light and 
Darkneſs ſucceed each other; and when the 
Night has prov'd tedious and melancholy to a 
fick Perſon, the welcome Morning brings Eaſe 
and Refreſhment, After we have been complain- 
ing of bad Weather, We are again made glad 
with the return af fair and ſunſhining Days: Or 
after a cold and ſharp Winter, we are bleſs'd 


with 
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with the kind Changes of Spring nnd Summer: 


And, ſp we paſs our Lives in a continual Vicafſi- 
tude of Contraries; and our good and evil Days 
interchangeably fucceed each other. Thus our 
Courſe of Life is a Mixture of White and Black, 
Merry and Sad, Good and Evil; that, as the 
Text expreſſes 4.5 Mas Froule find nothing, A 
him, (that oY after - 24: Meaning , - that ſo 
temper'd is the Mixture of Good and Evil, ſo 
=P the Diſtribution of Providence, that if a 


fan will take the Pains to confider, he cannot 
ſo much blame God's dealing with him. 
We are apt indeed raſhly, and without Conſi- 

„and over- 


deration, to magnify our Adver » 

look the good things we receive. of God. Our 
Days of Health, of Eaſe and Satisfaction, are 
unthankfully paſs'd over: and if a Day of Sick- 
_ neſs, a, Day of Grzef overtake us, we are mur- 
muring and diſcontented, envying others, and re- 
pry at our own Condition, that is better per- 
haps in many reſpe&s. The Bleſlings we receive 
are ungratefull: writ in the Sands; but our Miſ- 
fortunes we repeat” to every Viſitor, and every 

Neighbour ; and, unhappily treaſure them u 
for a melancholy Remembrance. And how ck 
more agreeable might we paſs our Days, were 
we as careful to, remember our happy Occurren- 
ces, as to number our Nays of Adverſity, The 
Poor Man may have reaſon to thank God for. a 
good Stock of Health, while perhaps the richer 
ba is troubled with a Conſumption, or the 
And again, He that wants Health, may be in 
ſuch Circumſtances, that he ought to be thankful 
| 51 that 
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that he has many good things to contribute to 


his Relief. „ n 
A Man may ſuffer in one reſpect, and be a 
gainer in another; and he ought to ſet one a- 
gainſt the other. CJ 
If we happen to loſe a Friend or Relation to 
our Sorrow, we have others left to our Comfort. 
Shall we receive good, and hall we not receive evil? 
And it cannot but alleviate the Grief of à la- 


her great Comfort, to remember that ſhe was 
«the happy Mother of. ſo happy a Son, whom 
not her ſelf and Family alone, but all England 
ma juſtly boaſt of. 3 o 2 7 ONS 4 oy 5 77 
| hus God has provided better for her and us, 
than we are apt at firſt Sight to judge of the Matr 
ter. | 1 e eee 
And why ſhould we expect to be altogether free 
from evil > It is unreaſonable to hope to be ex- 
empt from the common Cala mities that are the 
Attendants. of our human Nature: Or can we 
think to be free from temporal AMiC ions, th: 
labour under the Captivity of Sin, whoſe Hand- 
maid is certain Sorrow ? F 


j And 
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And now the Qneſtion will be, What are we 
to do when trouble overwhelms our Spirits, and 
the Days of Mourning are come upon us? 

Why, the Text tells us what we ſhould do, In 
the day of adverſity conſider : And ſure he that 
does not then conſider, never will; for if that 

whicu adminiſters to our Grief, will not add ſonie 
ſeriouſneſs to our Thoughts, and prepare us for 
Conſideration, nothing can. 

"Now to make the right Uſe of any Affliction ot 
Trouble that God brings upon us, and to exerciſe 
our Thoughts as becomes our preſent Condition: 
Our Conſideration will be apply'd to our Cir- 
cumſtances, and our Thoughts will be as ſeri- 
ous as the Cauſe and End of our Affliction will 
deſerve; if we be not ſtupid and ſenſeleſs under 
God's Viſitation, and have our Hearts fo harden'd, 
that no Adverſity hath that ſaving Effect upon us, 

that is defign'd by Providence. 8 ; 
But ſuch is the Nature of Calamity, that it 
melts the Heart to ſome degree of Tenderneſs; 
and a ſevere Diſpenſation ſhall bring a Man to 
remember what in his Months of Vanity, and 
2 of Proſperity he could never think of. And 
well it is for us (as it was for the Prophet 
David ) that we are ſometimes afflicted; for we 
are too apt to go aſtray : but Trouble brings us to 
God, and to our ſelves; and, by the ſecret Work- 
ing of Providence, contributes to our ſpiritual 
Welfare; by the Change of our Condition, 
we find a Change in our Souls: Our Thoughts 
begin to take another Turn: They which were 
exerciſed before about the Pomps and Vanities 
of the World, are now more profitably employ'd 


in religious Meditations, 
And 
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And as this is a Time of Adverſity with us, and 
natls for our Conſideration, let me exhort you all 
this Day to Conſider: Confider what this World 
is; how vain and empty, how vexatious and 
troubleſome : all the things we enjoy are but 
Dreams, and as Dreams they vaniſh away. 

The Preacher tells us, and ſo we find it, That 
a1 is vanity and vexation of ſpirit 

If we arein Proſperity, it Toon paſſeth away; 
and if in Adverſity, it cannot laſt long: Stay but 
tilla few Sands more are run, and we ſhall have 
the happy fruits of our Pationer, and reap, if we 
faint not. 

Suppoſe thy ſelf in any Condition of Life that 
thy utmoſt Ambition could deſire, ſtill there is 
ſome Trouble of one kind or other i in it. And 
well is it for us; that we have ſomething to rouze 
us from a too fatal Security; that weare ſometimes 
awaken'd from a ſleepy Drowzineſs, to trim our 
Lamps, and look about us; for we moſt not take 
up our Reſt here, A Day of Adverſity, however 
grievous, is neceſlary for us; more neceſſary far, 
if we but rightly apply it to our ſelves, than the 
Day of Proſperity. 

What tho' we ſail in a tempeſtuous Ocean, the 
Waves run high, and the Billows roar, yet if we 
are {ure we ſhall reach the. Haven where we would 
be, tho' ſailing prove tedious, it will not be 
dangerous; and how pleaſant muſt the Remem- 
brance be, when we are ſafe at Land. The Con- 
ſideration that God will order every thing for our 
good in the End, will be the ſeaſonable Ballaſt for 
the Soul, to preſerve our little Bark from being 
toſs'd vp and down upon the back of every Wave, 
from feriſhing upon every Rack, and from 
en 
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an uneaſy Rolling in the greateſt Storm. While 


he that is without ſuch a Conſideration, is con- 


tinually in Danger of being daſh'd in pieces, or 
drown'd. in the Cares and the Concerns of the 


World. N 
Conſider, there is a great deal of Wiſdom in 
bearing a Burden upon our Shoulders, that it may 
ſit the eaſier, when it is laid own. 

A Conſiderate good Chriſtian, that is full of 
Reſignation, and bleſs'd with an Evenneſs of 
Mind, will order the Matter ſo, as to keep it from 


pinching of him; while the ſame Burden, the 
very ſame Load, ſhall gall the inconſiderate fret- 
ful Wretch, who is impatient in Adverſity, and 
is murmuring and repining at all Diſpenſations 
that are not accommodated to his own peeviſh_ 
Spirit. And fince Sufferings and Troubles are 


unavoidable in this Life, what is a wiſe Man to 
do? Why to make every Trouble as eaſy and 


ſupportable as he can. To conſider, not ſo much 


what Circumſtances do aggravate, as what do ex- 
tenuate the Miſery. So will all our Troubles 
become more tolerable; and thro*Chriſt, which 
ſtrengthens us, who himſelf was made perfect 
through ſuffering, we ſhall be able to bear what 
his, and our heavenly Father ſhall lay upon us. 
Conſider, that God is the ſupreme, the abſolute 
Sovereign of the whole World, who doth what- 
ſoever pleaſeth him in Heaven and in Earth. 
Who can ſlay his hand, or ſay unto him what 
doſt thou? Dan. 4. 35. | | 
Remeinber, You are 1n your Maker's hands, as 
Clay in the Hands of the Potter. Who ſhall 
diſpute his Prerogative, or ſay unto him, Why 
haſt thou form'd me thus? No; 'tis the higheſt 
| Inſolence 
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Inſolence to contend with the Almighty, and to 
murmur at his fatherly Chaſtiſements; which, 
if thou didſt well confider, are loving Corrections, 
and if it be not thy own Fault and Folly, will 
tend to thy eternal Advantage in the other World. 
Though indeed no chaſtning (ſays the Author to 
the Hebrews ) for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous + nevertheleſs, afterward it yielderh 
the peaceable fruit of righteonſneſs, unto them 
which are exerciſed thereby. Chap. 12. ver. 11. 
Conſider, That God is not only our Sovereign, 
but the great Proprietor of all: we are, and all 
we have. All the Comforts and Bleſſings of Life, 
our Children and our Subſtance, yea and Life it 
ſelf: and 1t cannnot but allay all our Impatience, 
| and ſuppreſs all repining Thoughts, to conſider, 
that ſince we have received all from God, it is 
but reaſonable that he ſhould do what he will 
with his own. And it is our Duty rather to bleſs 
him, and gratefully to acknowledge his Goodneſs 
that he hath ſpar'd us any Comforts, for any time, 
than to complain of Hardſhips, that he is pleaſed 
again to require what he only lent us. 
Conſider, Though Troubles, Loſſes, and Affli- 
ctions of any kind, are in themſelves grievous to 
Fleſh and Blood, yet by due ConfMeration they 
are capable of excellent Improvements. The 
wholeſome Fruits that ſpring from them will by 
a ſanctify' d Uſe, and the Grace of God, more 
| than compenſate the Pain and Grief of any preſent 
| Suffering, that is but for a Seaſon. Oh! Proſperity - . 
is an intoxicating thing, and turns the Brain, and 
few are able to bear it. But the Preſſure of 
Afffictions will make us grave and ſober, ſerious 
and thovghtful, and will put us upon the exerciſe 
: | or 
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of Faith and Hope, Humility and Submiſſion. 
And what matters the Trouble of a few Days, 
when the Apoſtle aſſures us, that our light affliftion, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 1 Cor. 
4. 17. Murmur not then at the great Plaviician, 
who takes a ſafe, tho* a grievous Method, for thy 
Soul's Health. Shall we ſwallow bitter Draughts 
and nauſeous Drugs for ſome bodily Diſeaſe, and 
to heal the growing Malady ; and ſhall we not 
comply with the ſevere, but neceſſary Means of 
Cure of our better Part that endures to all 
Eternity? God knows the inward feſtring of the 
Mind, what Corruption lurks within ; what Pride 

and Vain-glory may puff us up, and how neceſſar 
it is ſometimes to launce the Tumour, to erat 
the Bladder, and let out the Air that ſwells us. 
We muſt not then complain of the Smart, when 
he wounds in order to cure us: and all is well, 
if he do us good in the latter End; and if, tho 
thro' much Tribulation, we enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. O! that ye were wiſe, that ye under- 
ſtood this, that ye would confider your latter end. 
Conſider, What Troubles and Afiicions ſhall be- 
fall any of us, they cannot laſt long; and if we can 
but bring our ſelves to an holy Indifference of all 
things here below, our Paſhons will be the leſs 
violent when we come to part. St. Paul doth 
admoniſh us, to redeem the time, becauſe the days 
are evil; that is, fince we can enjoy no true Quiet 
or Comfort here, we ſhould improve our Time for 
the beſt Advantage to the future, that we may 
enjoy it hereafter, Man that is born of a woman 
(lays Fob,) is of few days, and full of trouble: 
So few indeed they are, — it is fit we ſhould 
| ; "of loſe 
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loſe none of them, but ufe them all in preparing 
for the great Change we are all to make from this 
ſtrait Time, intothe boundleſs Ocean of Eternity. 
Conſider, In the Day of Adverſity, when thou 
heſt down upon the Bed of Sickneſs, or art per- 
haps grieving for the Death ofa Friend or Relation, 
that it is high time for thee to ſet thine Houſe in 
order, and feeing the Uncertainty of all things 
under the Sun, to prepare for Eternity, to fecure 
the one thing needful, to provide for all Occurren- 
ces, to reſign thy ſelf, and thy Friend, taking the 
Scripture Heroes for thine Example. Be read 
to ſay with good old Eli, 1 Sam. 3. 18. Ir is the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, Or 
with holy 70h, The Lord gave, and the . way hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 


Laſtly, Confider m this your Day, That all 
Sorts of Troubles, all Changes and Chances you 
obſerve in Your own, or other Families, ſerve 
the better to wean your Affections from 
the things of this World, and place them where 
more true and laſting Joys are to be found. Oh! 
Conſider now for your own Benefit and improve 
this Diſcourſe, and the Occafion of it, to your 
eternal Welfare, . | 
| Learn to Confider this Day, your own latter 
End from his End that is gone before, and whom 

ve muſt follow after, and we know not how foon. 

And oh! ſhould I now alfo bid you conſider 
what a great Loſs, what a terrible Shock we feel 
ty the Death of that noble Lord, who is now 
fallen in Iſrael : Should I attempt to enumerate 
the great Abilities, and ſhining Virtves. that were 
the Ornaments of his Native Countrey, and the 
Glory of this Place, that made glad our little 


Town; 
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Town; I ſhouldincreafe your Sorrow, and enlarge 


my Diſcourſe beyond due Bounds. Tho' your Af- 
fection, and Affliction joyn'd with mine, will I am 
perſwaded,indulge me on this melancholly Subject. 
How ſhall I begin? and where ſhall I end? 


*Tis hard to ſpeak, and Silence might better become 


me: but tis harder to forbear. 
Town my ſelf unequal to the great Task. For 
He, whom we now lament, is as much above my 


Praiſe, as His Soul is above the Earth we tread on. 


His Virtue, Parts, and Knowledge, might better 
require a Volume than a Diſcourſe : and His own 


Volumes could beſt ſet forth his Praiſe. 


Let them. declare with what Fidelity to his 


Prince, Honour to his Country, and Reputation 


to himſelf, He manag'd all his publiek Nego- 
tiations in Foreign Parts, during a long Series of 
Time, under three ſucceeding Monarchs; in 
whoſe Service, He was, as 1t were, waſted and 
worn out before He had received the due Reward 
of his Merits, and an ample Recompence (tho? 
no Title of Honour, or Place of Profit could 
have been a ſufficient Recompence) for the ſundry 
Fatigues, and divers Labours both of Mind and 


Body that He underwent in foreign intemperate 


Climates for the Space of Thirty Years, waiting 


for a happy Receſs, and comfortable Retirement. 


But alas! it came too late: And he had little 


other Satisfaction than that His Youth, his Eaſe, 


and his Health, were facrific'd to his King and 


Country, -. | : . {food 
_ He was alfo true to his God, as to his King: 
for learnt from his Chaplain, * that He was 


*— 
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Reverend My. Chenevix, Chaplain to Lord Whitworth, when Je 
was at Cambray | | ; 
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regular in his Devotions, and made a Conſcience 
in the Diſcharge of the ſeveral Branches of all 
Religious Worſhip : And was no leſs conſcientious, 
punctual, and honeſt in all his Dealings. 

His favourite Maxim was, that Honefly i ts the 
beſt State Policy : And He found it ſo to his great 
Comfort, and etlar d that He never told a Lye 
in all his Treaties. Which is a rare Inſtance, and 


dought to be engrav'd in Marble, to ſhame the 


tricking Stateſmen of the Age, who have not the 
ſame Satisfaction and Experience in what He learnt 
from a better Maſter than Maehiavel, that a lying 


Tongue is but for a Moment , but that great is 
Truth, and it will prevail. 


He was now arriv'd, and long ſince, at a great 


Heighth, the Charadter of a moſt able publick 


Miniſter; at the Top of Glory, tho' not oe 
Age. 

A Time, methinks, He would have choſen to 
dye, in refpect of Fame and Renown: and if He 
deſir'd Life, it muſt be more for his F riend's Sake, 


than for bis own. 


For who can tell what evil Days might have 
come, how Faction and Party Feuds might labour 
to ſully his Reputation; and how He might have 
liv'd to Shipwreck himſelf upon the fatal Rocks of 
Pre judice and Envy. 


But now He is departed in Peace, full of 


Honour, and ripe for the Grave: beloved and 


lamented by all. 


Thus Honor rable was He in his publick 
Capaetty: 


Let 
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Let us next conſider Him in the private Condi- 
tion of Life. | | 18 
Me that before had reaſon to re joyce to ſee fo 
much Greatneſs take up its Abode here; and we, 
that began to boaſt of ſo much Goodneſs added 
to that Greatneſs, are now depriv'd of both, and 
left to mourn the Loſs of thoſe Social Virtues, 
and good Qualities, that made him ſo much re- 
ſpected, and ſo much belov'd. 

Let us conſider Him in the ſeveral Relations 
which he ſo much adorn'd. 
And Firſt, Let us now conſider Him as a Huf- 

band: That Name and Character he ſo lovingly 
manifeſted, that he was a rare Inſtance in this 
profligate and licentious Age, of conjugal Af- 
fection, anda noble Example to all married Men, 


Men of Quality, or of low Degree. And oh! 


how cutting is the Remembrance of ſo ſudden a 
Parting with his now diſconſolate Lady, after ſo 
ſhort a Meeting, and ſo long an Abſence! 

Shall I next remember Him, and I cannot but 
remember Him, as a Son ? 

Look round the World, and ſee the Prodigals 
of the Age murmuring and grumbling at the 
jointur'd Lives, and tedious Years of neglected 
Mothers. 6 Fe! 25 

Look here, and ſee the Duty of a Son diſ- 
play'd in the greateſt Luſtre and Perfection: 
Such a dutiful uncommon Behaviour, that the 
Remembrance muſt be very ſhocking ; and ſuch 
(but I ſpeak it out of the Hearing of the ten- 
der Mcther) as could, without a great Share of 
God's ſupporting Grace to help her, bring down 
her grey Hairs with ſorrow to the Grave. 


And 
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And it were not t belide my preſent Purpoſe, 
did I obſerve now, for your ſakes who are Fa- 
thers and Mothers, with what an admirable Mix- 
ture of Motherly Tenderneſs, and Chriſtian Re- 
ſignation, ſhe receiv'd from my {elf the fad and 


mournful Tidings, 
And I cannot but obſerve for your Sakes alſo, 


who are Sons and Daughters, that the Bleſſing of 


your Parents way alſo go along with you. Among 
many other rare and commendable Qualities, 
ſhe told me, That he never contradicted her in 
all his Life. 

His brotherly Affection was alſo very extraor- 


. drnary; and we cannot but Jament with his af- 


fiitcd Relations ſo great a Loſs. 

I condole with you that were His Friends and 
Companions, with whom He was pleas'd as you 
were with Him, 7 

What Chearfulneſs and Aﬀability did you ob- 
ſerve fat upon his Brow? And what an excellent 
Temper and Evenveſs of Mind did adorn his 
Life and Converſation ? 

The Man of Quality was ſwallow'd up in the 
Friend; and He could remember others fo much 
as to forget Himſelf. 

I condole with you that are Tradeſmen, and 
others, that were water'd with the flowing 


Streams of His Proſperity and Abundance : And 


all who hear me now muſt be in ſome meaſure af- 


tected. 
I condole with His Doineſtichs and Depen- 


dants; and with the meaneſt and loweſt of His 


Servants. 
I condole alſo with the Poor and Needy : for 


He was well inclin'd to relieve all proper Ob- 
jects, and 2 in a proper Manner. And 


Right Hein"*the Lord Whitworth. 


And ſuch a Diſpoſition 1 found in Him to all 
good and charitable Actions, that had He liv'd, 
I am perſuaded, His being here would have been 
moſt advantageous to this Pariſh; and we do 
not know, we cannot imagine how great a Lois 
it is we have ſuffered. 

expect you alſo of all Ranks and Degrees, to 
condole with me as your Miniſter, ( tho* your 
Friendſhip and Good-will, which 1 gratefully 
acknowledge, may ſhew a Concern for me in 
other Reſpects, but you cannot but condole with 
me ) the Lofs of ſo good an Example to my 
Flock. 

Vou know how orderly He walked in this Houſe 
of God, as if with Foſbua, He had reſolv'd, 
Himſelf and His Hou ouſe OY ſerve the Lord. 

Here on His bended Knees He offer'd up the 
Morning and the Evening Sacrifice; and told 
me of His ptous Deſign when He was more ſet- 
tled, of being a more frequent Communicant. 

And as He was an Ornament to Religion in 
this Place of Worſhip, ſo was He no leſs careful 
of His Conduct under His own Roof. 

He often commun'd with His Heart in pri- - 
vate, and in His Chamber; and was wont to 
fay. That He never went to Bed bout Thoughts 


of Death. 
Thus was He prepared, and ſo let us be, be- 


fore we go hence and be no more ſeen. 
Il willnot, I muſt not detain you longer. Reſpe& 
and Grief divide and rend my Thoughts. But 


| muſt conclude. 


Accept 


* e 
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